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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Artists and arts organisations:  
Take part in Season for Change 2020, a UK-wide programme 
showcasing cultural leadership on climate action 
 
www.seasonforchange.org.uk  
#SeasonforChange2020 
  
Date of release: 10am Tuesday 21 January 2020  
 
Led by Artsadmin and Julie’s Bicycle, Season for Change 2020 will be a major cultural 
festival and campaign celebrating the environment and inspiring urgent action on the 
future of our planet, in the lead up to the UN’s COP26 international climate negotiations 
in Glasgow, November 2020.  
 
From June-November 2020, organisations and artists across the UK are invited to 
respond to the climate crisis through practical actions and participatory activities that 
spark public conversation about the future of our planet, and showcase solutions.  
 
Co-created with organisations and artists across the UK, the programme will include 
digital content, new participatory commissions, performances, exhibitions, talks, film 
screenings, workshops and events. Together, we aim to reach over 10 million people, 
with participation from more than 250 arts and cultural partners.  
 
Season for Change 2020 is supported by Arts Council England, which has partnered 
with Julie’s Bicycle for over a decade to support the cultural sector in reducing its 
environmental impacts and in 2012 became the first cultural body in the world to make 
climate action part of its funding agreements for National Portfolio Organisations.   
 
Season for Change 2020 culminates on 9-19 November 2020 when the UK welcomes 
delegates from over 170 countries to Glasgow for COP26, the UN’s most critical climate 
negotiations to date. This will be an unmissable opportunity to showcase the creativity 
and leadership of the cultural sector on the most important issue of our time.  
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Season for Change 2020 aims to mobilise artists and cultural organisations to put 
climate action at the heart of their programming through:  
● A programme of events and resources that will empower artists and cultural 

organisations to take action and inspire their audiences and communities.  
● 15 flagship participatory commissions with 10 partners nationwide that engage 

diverse audiences with the climate crisis.  
● A national campaign of events about climate change and the environment 

involving over 250 artists and arts organisations nationwide.  
 
“There is quite simply no issue more serious and urgent than the future of our 
planet. Season for Change is about story and action – amplifying the multiplicity 
of voices of artists, audiences and communities across the UK, and equipping 
them with the tools to act collectively and as individuals." 
Deborah Chadbourn, Executive Director, and Róise Goan, Artistic Director, 
Artsadmin 
  
“This is the year for climate action. The UK, as host to the international climate 
negotiations, has an exceptional opportunity to make a big difference. Season 
for Change is for people from all over the country to connect to the climate crisis 
and make our voices heard at COP26. Come with us.” 

             Alison Tickell, Founder and CEO, Julie’s Bicycle 
 

“At the Arts Council, we believe arts and culture can make the world a better 
place, which includes building a more environmentally sustainable future. We are 
very pleased to be supporting Season for Change 2020, an ambitious and timely 
project which highlights the innovation, imagination and commitment of artists 
and cultural organisations responding to climate change, showcasing practical 
action and sparking valuable conversations with the public.” 
Nicholas Serota, Chair, Arts Council England 

 
Season for Change will be delivered in partnership with arts and heritage organisations, 
artists and cultural agencies across the UK. Confirmed programme partners to date 
include Apples and Snakes, Cambridge Junction, Contact Theatre, East Street Arts, 
Happy Museum, Manchester Museum, Metal Liverpool, Sage Gateshead, Warwick Arts 
Centre, Watershed and academic partners such as the Centre for Climate Change and 
Social Transformation (CAST).  
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How artists and arts organisations can take part in Season for Change 
Season for Change 2020 invites artists and cultural organisations to host events, 
artworks and actions across the UK that celebrate the environment and inspire urgent 
action on climate change, in the context of COP26.   
 
Arts organisations, artists and others from the UK’s creative community are encouraged 
to go to the Season for Change website to:  
● Sign up to our mailing list to receive event invitations, resources, updates and 

programme announcements. 
● Tell us about any events or creative responses about environment/climate 

change you are planning for June-November 2020.  
● Share with us touring work on this theme that we can promote to our networks. 
● Share Season for Change with your networks using the hashtag 

#SeasonforChange2020 | www.seasonforchange.org.uk 
 
Visit www.seasonforchange.org.uk to take action and join us today! 
 
What kind of events, artworks and actions can be part of Season for Change?  
Creative responses can take place anywhere – in arts venues, on streets, in schools, at 
festivals, on beaches, in libraries or museums and across broadcast, film, fashion and 
music. We invite you to use culture to speak out, champion change, showcase 
sustainable practice and inspire action by doing things such as: 
● Programme an event 
● Commission new work 
● Organise a debate 
● Curate an exhibition 
● Provide space for spontaneous performances 
● Host an open call 
● Make art, theatre, music, film etc.  
● Turn your work inside out and show what you’re doing behind the scenes 
● Support your community to take action on local environmental issues creatively 
● Put climate change centre stage 

 
Press Contact 
For more information, interviews and images, contact: 
Katie Haines | katie@artsadmin.co.uk | 020 7247 5102 
 
Notes to Editors 
  
About Season for Change 
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Season for Change is a UK-wide programme of cultural responses celebrating the 
environment and inspiring urgent action on climate change. 
 
Season for Change is led by Artsadmin and Julie’s Bicycle, and was initiated by 
Artsadmin’s Founding Director Judith Knight MBE and from the What Next movement in 
association with Battersea Arts Centre.  
 
A pilot of Season for Change ran from 1 June until 16 December 2018, finishing to 
coincide with the COP24 UN Climate Negotiations in Katowice, Poland. The pilot 
brought together over 75 organisations, delivering 112 events and artworks nationally, 
reaching 80,000+ people in person and 2,000,000+ online.  
 
Season for Change 2020 has been awarded £575,000 through Arts Council National 
Lottery Project Grants (National Activity). 
 
About Artsadmin 
Artsadmin is a producing organisation, which enables artists to create without 
boundaries, connecting bold interdisciplinary work with local, national and international 
audiences. The advisory service supports artists at every stage of their development 
with free advice and opportunities. In London’s East End, Artsadmin has established 
Toynbee Studios, a centre for the creation, development and presentation of new work, 
where new talent is constantly nurtured in the rehearsal, performance and meeting 
spaces.  
www.artsadmin.co.uk | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram @artsadm 
  
About Julie’s Bicycle 
Founded in 2007 to respond to the climate crisis, Julie’s Bicycle is working globally 
across the creative sector to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and catalyse the green 
creative economy. Working with over 2,000 organisations, NGOs and governments 
worldwide, Julie’s Bicycle has developed an approach which harnesses the power of the 
creative sector to communicate the reality of the climate crisis. Julie's Bicycle 
advocates for science-based solutions and bold practical action, supporting and 
advising those who share their vision. 
 
The team blends environmental expertise with arts and cultural sector experience, and 
the freely available resources constitute the most comprehensive library of good 
environmental practice developed specifically for the arts and culture sectors anywhere 
in the world. Designed and developed by Julie’s Bicycle, the Creative Green Tools - a 
suite of carbon calculators and a certification scheme - are the recognised benchmarks 
for sustainability achievement within the creative industries. 
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Since 2012, Julie’s Bicycle has been the Arts Council England’s contracted delivery 
partner, supporting its funded organisations to report their carbon footprints and 
develop environmental policies and action plans. 
www.juliesbicycle.com | Facebook | Twitter 
 
About Arts Council England 
Arts Council England is the national development body for arts and culture across 
England, working to enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the 
arts, museums and libraries – from theatre to visual art, reading to dance, music to 
literature, and crafts to collections. Great art and culture inspires us, brings us together 
and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. In short, it makes life better. 
Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest £1.45 billion of public money from government 
and an estimated £860 million from the National Lottery to help create these 
experiences for as many people as possible across the country. 
www.artscouncil.org.uk 

 

 
  
  


